Tricks of the trade

IMPORTANT!!

Many of the older instructions are much better with regard to images and showing where to cut the jumper... BUT we do NOT cut the battery anymore! We don't need to, so DON'T. If you do, you could create a problem so  it's a step to skip unless all else fails. But if you get a unit that won't jump to 02, you need to cut the battery. NEVER cut the battery in a CFT2200 box!! And NEVER cut the battery in a DPV7212!! You can cut the DPV7212/V5 etc. but a DPV7212 with nothing else in it's model will STOP working if the battery is cut!!

CAN'T FIND THE JUMPER?

first and foremost, FOREGET about finding the right number jumper. Look at the drawing. Now look at the board. (of course make sure you are using the right drawing!!) Look for the jumper in the SAME physical position if the jumper number don't match. What I do is get power and ground on the kit. Then I use a jumper wire to clip in wire 2 data to my suspect data link. Make sure power and ground is GOOD on your kit,

HINT

Did you have a good box, then install a test chip and now everything is snowy? Unplug, remove the jumper (or hold in button or flip switch), and re-power. It's probably in the wrong STD/HRC position.

HINT

Don't even think about shipping a box without the HRC/STD switch. If you do, rest assured, you be doing some switch adding for warranty work! A trick to avoid adding the switch would be to mount the kit near the little opening in the back. Change the screws to regular screws (so customer can open with a screwdriver) and have them remove or replace the jumper.

HINT

So you got a box you are trying to activate, but it won't? You read the serial via F2? Are there any 6's? If so, look again. It might be a B (b) which is equal to 12 pushes on a stick, not 6! (this one got me once)

DANGER!

Found the jumper you have to cut and solder to? CAREFUL! Too much heat and the jumper comes loose on the bottom of the board and then you have to remove the board from the chassis to repair it! TIP... solder wires to jumper first, THEN cut after wires are in place! Hit it with a hot glue gun to give the weak and cut jumper some stability so it will travel without damage.

3-wire kits

Use these on DP7 and DPV7 only. Will work on DPBB and CFT but will most likely bite you in the ass later on a multimode system. Don't even think about putting a 3-wire on a DPBB or CFT without the button. At least with the button (remove the jumper and put a n/c button in place) you can toggle through the modes.

4-wire kits

ooo.. there's more than meets the eye here. In a 3 wire, you have +5v, ground, and data out. You find and cut a jumper on the board where the data for the channels travel, cut it, and insert your own signal. BUT on a 4-wire, you have "data-in" too! Well, that's a can a worms and I'll tell you why. Each box has a freq it talks at. Most are at 108.5mhz, 106.5mhz, or 97.5mhz and there are a few others. BUT each box supports only ONE freq! So-what you say? Well hot shot... if you buy a DPBB box that is a 108.5mhz, put a 4-wire in and sell it to someone on a 97.5mhz system, guess what?? It don't work. Why? The 4th wire is reading the other side of that wire you cut for data in. It's looking for multimode data. If the box and the system don't match freqs, you never get the data, and never get the premiums on a multimode system. Careful! If you are modifying a box issued by your cable co, you don't have to worry about this.

Multimode

Ok, 3 wire kits will do this if you don't mind getting a cramp in your finger from pushing the button! Also, some systems change on the fly so you really need the 4 wire kit. Also, you should install a 1k resistor across the cut jumper. Typical areas and freqs? Brooklyn, Manhattan, Queens, Hawaii usually 108.5mhz. 97.5 If you have an /M1 (used in Manhattan) 89.3 Only used in Illinois that I know of.

5-wire kits

Same thing with a 5-wire!! Even more, because the 5-wire also channel maps along with multimode detect and again, if the box freq doesn't match the system it's to be used on, it won't work properly if at all. VERY IMPORTANT!! The 5 wire will install on a 2200 or 2000, DPBB or DPV7. BUT the jumper MUST be removed for a 2200 install!!! If you don't it will BLOW the ATMEL micro and you will be shit out of luck. You don't use wire 4 on DPV7 or DPBB or 2000 so the jumper MSUT BE ON for these installs, but the 2200 uses all 5 wires and the jumper must be OFF for 2200 installs.

NEWS... there is a 244 channel 4-wire kit now for CFT22xx systems! Still requires an external activator once (such as a stick).

Starcom 6

piece of cake. A 2764 prom and one cut, one jumper. Downside? Opening a DPV5 is a one-way venture! There's a tamper switch that wipes the memory upon opening. You'll know one of these by the E9 being displayed. The test chip will clear it, but you can never uninstall unless you kill the box.

